
Management of the Shamley Green Duck pond 

This year’s extreme temperatures have sadly seen ponds across the country dry out. It has been the 

driest spring on record, followed by one of the hottest summers on record. Our dry pond has 

prompted questions from some residents. Here are our answers: 

Why have we not dug the pond deeper?  

Our specialist Pond Contractor has advised us that we have a beautiful, quality clay lined Victorian 

pond and we would be wise to retain it.  

It is not good for the ducks and moorhens, not having a pond.  

We are lucky in Shamley Green to have two ponds. The second pond opposite the Bricklayers Arms 

pub is a much deeper pond and has never yet dried out. Ducks and Moorhens have been spotted 

there.  

Should we not take the opportunity to remove the silt while the pond is dry?  

Our flora and fauna do have coping mechanisms to survive drought conditions. We know from 

inspections that the froglets and toadlets bury themselves in the dried-out silt and were very much 

alive when we inspected recently. By removing the silt we would also expose the clay lining, which 

would possibly dry out and crack in the heat. Therefore, we have been advised to leave the silt in 

place.  

Why do we let the foliage and grass grow long? It looks a mess.  

Many of our residents and SG Environment Group have asked the parish council to work with them 

to reverse the drastic decline in our wildflowers, insects and birds. We are working with Surrey 

Wildlife Trust, Waverley Borough Council and the charity Plant Life to follow current best practice to 

halt this decline. We work within all Government legislation. For example, we only dig our ditches in 

the winter when they are not nurseries for our frogs, toads and newts. We also need permission 

from Natural England for any work we wish to do on our ponds. Unfortunately, all these things take 

time. 

Who owns the Duck Pond?  

Wonersh Parish Council have a lease to manage the pond and the surrounding commons on behalf 

of Waverley Borough Council. All work done on the commons needs the permission of the Borough 

Council. Major works would need Natural England approval. 

What has been done to improve the Pond? 

Work is done each winter by experienced Parish Council contractors to manage vegetation in and 

around both ponds. This is timed to avoid breeding seasons for pond wildlife. Ditches are cleared to 

improve waterflow and private landowners encouraged to ease waterflow across their land. Records 

of pond and neighbouring water table levels have been kept since 2022 and up to 2025 are on the 

Shamley Green Environment Group website. Recent readings show that water table levels at the 

lowest since 2022 but the pond dried out later than in 2022. 

Where can I discuss concerns about the ponds? 

Come to a Parish Council meeting. These are held monthly at the Wonersh Cricket pavilion. Details 

are on the Parish Council website. 


